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Problems in the Periphery
On 11 July 1960, the province of Katanga 

tried to secede from the new state, led by 

its governor, Moïse Tshombe

While Prime Minister Lumumba struggled 

to control Katanga, South Kasai seceded 

on 8 August 1960

Among those fighting in the east at this 

time was Laurent Désiré Kabila, who had 

entered Zaire from Burundi to mobilize 

local support

Mobutu, who had remained as the army 

chief, leveraged the political instability in 

the First Republic to carry out a bloodless 

coup dô®tat in 1965.



Problems in the Center: 

State Collapse
·State crisis and decay began with the international 

economic crisis of 1974. 

·Between 1988 and 1995, the economy had shrunk by forty 

percent, and inflation had risen to 23,000 percent.

·By the early 1990s, one American diplomat characterized 

Zaire as nothing more than a presidential vessel.  

·In 1996 The Economist stated:  ñThey call it a country.  In 

fact it is just a Zaire-shaped hole in the middle of Africa.ò



Structural: Past is Prologue
·Change unfolds itself in unpredictable ways.  Yet an 

account of the history of the states of central Africa often 

gives way the impression of déjà vu: there are leitmotivs 

which occur over and over again.  Even a superficial 

analysis shows that these regularities in history are related 

to the structural feature of the political systems involved, 

é Jan Vansina



Staging
Â3000,000 square miles covering  Rwanda, 

Burundi, southwestern Uganda, eastern 

DRC.



Colonial Rule
·Mamdani states:  ñIt is Belgiumôs reform of the colonial 

state in the decade from mid-1920s to the mid-1930s that 

constructed the Hutu as indigenous Bantu and Tutsi as 

alien Hamites

·In the 1930s, The Mission dôImmigration des 

Banyarwande (Belgium) imported around 170,000 

Rwandans into the Kivu highlands to work the plantations. 



The 1959 Hutu Revolution in 

Rwanda
·Tutsi hegemony was replaced with Hutu hegemony. An 

estimated 200,000 Tutsi were forced to leave: 

approximately 70,000 to Uganda, 25,000 to the Congo, 

and 50,000 to Burundi

·In anticipation of the Congoôs independence from 

Belgium in 1961, pogroms against the once privileged 

Tutsi led to about 78,000 fleeing to Uganda (another 

258,000 going to other regional countries); one such 

refugee was Paul Kagame, the future president of Rwanda



Belgian Congo/Zaire
·In anticipation of independence from Belgium in 1961, 

pogroms against the once privileged Tutsi led to about 

78,00 fleeing to Uganda (another 258,000 going to other 

regional countries); one such refugee was Paul Kagame

·1963 Kanyarwanda War:When indigenous groups killed 

thousands of Kinyarwanda-speaking Congolese in North 

Kivu



Uganda
·The NRA was led by Yoweri Museveni who had 

overthrown Milton Obote in 1986.  The Banyarwanda 

were 25% of NRA 

·The Banyarwanda, were mostly refugees from the 1959 

Hutu Revolution.



Burundi
·Civil conflict in: 1965, 1972, 1988, 1991, and 1993

Burundi Refugees in Country of Asylum:  2009

Country of Asylum Number of Refugees

Rwanda 368

Tanzania 208,195

Uganda 3,727

DRC 17,588

Total 229,878



RPF Invade Rwanda - 1990
·ñSoldiers without Bordersò

·In September 1990, 4,000 Banyarwanda, making up the 

RPF, crossed from Uganda into Rwanda



The 1994 Genocide
·After the 1994 genocide the RPF advance on Kigali, the 

government of Rwanda fled to Zaire.   The Former 

Government of Rwanda (FGOR) then, for two years, ruled 

over large parts of eastern Zaire, an area that included 

many Tutsi. 

·Interahamweïthose who stand together (escaped Hutus 

after the fall of the Hutu regime in Rwanda) and FAR 

(former armed forces of Rwanda) escaped into the eastern 

DRC



A Tale of Two Wars  

ÂThe ñCivil Warò

·Rwanda and Uganda sponsored The Alliance of Democratic 

Forces for the Liberation of Congo (ADFL) 1996 invasion 

of Zaire 

·The ADFL consisted largely, if hardly exclusively, of the 

same Tutsi Banyarwanda who had earlier fought in Uganda 

and Rwanda

·In Zaire, there was little question about who was invading: 

The headline in the Kinshasa newspaper, Le Potentiel, stated 

on 1 September, 1996 - ñRwanda Invades!ò
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Dan Fahey:  Polywar 
·Rwanda versus the ex-FAR/Interahamwe

·Rwanda versus Zaire

·Banyamulenge versus Zaire

·Burundi versus Forces de la Démocratic (FDD)

·AFDL versus Zaire

·Uganda versus National Army for the Liberation of 

Uganda 



The War across States

ÂKabila turns on his patrons:  Rwanda and Uganda

ÂThe second war was triggered by the Rassemblement 

Congolais pour la Démocratie (RCD) insurgency, largely 

in the beginning supported by both Rwanda and Uganda 

ÂWhen the RDC failed to overthrow Kabila, a new war 

logic evolved



Second Congo War

Interahamwe/
ex-FAR

1998-
1999

Rwanda/RCD



Actors: DRC
·ADFL: Alliance des Forces Démocratiques pour Libération 

de Congo

·ALIR: Armée de Libération du Rwanda

·FAC: Forces Armée Congolaises

·FAR: Forces Armée Rwandaises

·FARDC: Forces Armée de la République du Congo

·FAZ: Forces Armée Zairoises

·FDLR: Forces Démocratiques de Libéation du Rwanda

·FLC:  Front de Libération du Congo

·FNLC: Front National de Libération du Congo



Actors
·LRA:  Lordôs Resistance Army

·Mayi Mayi militias

·MLC:  Mouvment de Libéation du Congo

·RCD:  Rassemblement Congolais pour la Démocratie

·RPA:  Rwandese Patriotic Army

·UPDF: Uganda Peopleôs Defense Force



Nkunda: ñSoldiers without Borders

1990s ïRwanda Patriotic Front    

1998:  Alliance des Forces Démocratiques pour Libération 

de Congo ADFL

Mid-2000s  Congrés National pour la Défense du People 

(CNDP)      


